Welcome to our first newsletter of 2021. Now the UK has left the EU we are presented with both challenges and opportunities.
We are aware many of you have been working hard to adapt to post Brexit trade arrangements and we will continue to keep you
updated and supported through the transition.
UK agriculture is facing the biggest change in a generation. A new agriculture bill is currently in development, and the basic payment
schemes and existing countryside stewardship schemes will be replaced over the next few years by new Environmental Land Management (ELM) schemes. The Biodynamic Association is working closely with Defra and the English Organic Forum to make the case
for organics to be included in any new schemes.

Meanwhile the government is making it clear that deregulation of GMOs is seen as a solution, and is currently being renamed “new
technologies”. The Biodynamic Association’s position is clear, the solution already exists in the regenerative agro-ecological methods
practised in organic & Biodynamic farming, and the unleashing of GMOs in the environment could have catastrophic consequences
in nature and cannot be reversed.
You can read what our patron, Patrick Holden, thinks about the proposals to allow gene editing in the UK here.

Please read through the newsletter which contains important updates on inspections, standards changes and the increased support in farm advisory services and supply chains available from the Biodynamic Association .

Get in touch
BDA certification email certification@biodynamic.org.uk
BDA Marketing & supply chain support email marketing@biodynamic.org.uk
BDA Farm services email Farmservices@biodynamic.org.uk

Websites
BDA Certification - standards, forms & guidance www.bdcertification.org.uk
Biodynamic Association www.biodynamic.org.uk
BDA Farm Services www.biodynamic.org.uk/farm/farm-services/
BDA supply chain - where to buy directory of licensees www.biodynamic-info.co.uk
Call us on 01453 766296
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2021 Inspections
As the restrictions are eased across the UK we plan to return to physical inspections where possible, however Defra is still allowing us to conduct remote inspections when necessary. Please be assured that your Organic & Demeter certificates issued for
2021 will continue to be valid.
This unprecedented situation will not affect your certification status, and the priority has to be the health and well-being of our
licensees and staff.
In the meantime, to ensure the integrity of Organic & Demeter products we ask you to continue following the standards. As
soon as possible we plan to return to full physical inspections, your inspector will get in touch to discuss how best to proceed for

New developments to support members & licensees
Dear licensees,
The Biodynamic Association works alongside BDA Certification to support your work and our farm to fork sector is being
developed and increased.
We seek to work with as many of you as possible to make effective connections and support high quality organic & biodynamic
farming and growing, as well as developing sustainable supply-chains and increasing the recognition for quality organic &
biodynamic food across the UK.
Recognition and awareness of the BDA work is growing - witness the Oxford Real Farming conference this year
- at least 5 sessions had elements of biodynamics presented by biodynamic practitioners and the BDA had its very own, well
received presentation on “the economy of love”. You can see a recording of the session here:
Oxford Real Farming conference - The Economy of love
The BDA is wanting to make the most of this moment in time where interest in what we all do is so strong, to offer as much
support as we can with the help of marketing fees, donations to the BDA and legacies that are supporting this BDA work. It is
really a moment to make the most of, for all of us.
Do contact Dan, Nina or myself, Gabriel, with your thoughts, ideas and hopes for how we can help - we will do the best we can
and continue to develop this area of activity.
Nina is building connections and networks with existing and new farm to fork networks, so that your produce can find its way
to the interested consumers as easily as possible. Please do get in touch with her and see more updates and the where to buy
directory of our licensees here:
www.biodynamic-info.co.uk/marketing-update-spring-2021
Dan Powell of the new BDA Farm services is offering discounted work in key areas that can help farmers and growers:
www.biodynamic-info.co.uk/marketing-update-spring-2021
Training in biodynamic farming and growing is much needed - if you are providing any training please complete the survey to
be found here:
www.biodynamic.org.uk/calling-all-bd-traniners/
So that we can support / advertise / and share with interested people and see where there are needs are not yet met.

Wishing you all a great year in spite of the challenges we all face.
Gabriel Kaye, BDA Executive Director
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After a very long lockdown we are happy to report on how much has been happening behind
the scenes....
We have been developing a directory of our fantastic producers, processors and retailers:
Where to buy directory here
January
Oxford Real Farming Conference : Online - we were there and even had a live talk ‘The Economy of Love’ that reached so many more people than would have happened at the in-person
conference. If you didn’t manage to attend, or would like to view again, please have a look
here
Oxford Real Farming conference - The Economy of love
February
The BDA team has been busy working with a professional design team to refresh and update
our branding. This will culminate in a fresh and approachable look and feel, a new website
and promotional materials for our licensees. We are aiming for a big drive to help raise
awareness of biodynamics in the UK, alongside the Demeter trademark, while also helping to
promote organic practices. Please keep an eye out for the next newsletter when we reveal
the fruits of our labour.
March
We have also been busy forging more connections between producers, suppliers and the hospitality and consumer markets and will be aiming to introduce many of you to some of these
organisations. If you have produce you would like to find a processing or retail partner for,
please send Nina an email with more information
marketing@biodynamic.org.uk
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This is a new service being offered in order to support those wishing to further Organic and Biodynamic related land work in
the UK.
This is in response to meeting a growing need for solidarity for the producer licensee community and to offer support and
technical know-how for farmers and growers who wish to convert their land to biodynamic and organic management. In addition to one-to-one assistance we aim to offer themed workshops and seminars on a range of themes and facilitate
opportunities for licensees to meet and discuss around a common focus. We also are able to offer a whole farm planning
service for those who might be considering a transition to Biodynamics or Organics.

Whether you are an old hand, new entrant or considering a move to biodynamic or organic certification, we are here to help.

Dan Powell, who heads up the initiative, joined the BDA team as Farm Services Development Manager in 2020.
He has spent his whole adult life immersed in farming and the countryside, starting off as a farm apprentice nearly 40 years
ago on a well-known Biodynamic farm in Sussex. Since then, Dan has gained both practical and academic experience across
Europe and the UK and on a diverse selection of farms, before moving into farm consultancy. Now Brexit has happened, Defra
is developing a new scheme of support for environmental stewardship in the form of ELMS. Find out how this will affect
certified farms. Can loss of the BPS over the next few years, be fully compensated?
Remember that the BDA is still offering financial support for selected farm services to producer licensees. If you haven't heard
about how you can benefit then please contact Dan to find out more.
Farm Services work closely with the BDA marketing team to support all licensees match up production, trading and processing
opportunities. This helps grow and strengthen the whole length of BD/Organic food chain.
Do you want to be a member of a new BDA Soil Health Monitoring group? We have teamed up with Vidacycle to offer
producer licensees an opportunity to monitor their soil health practices along with others using the innovative app SoilMentor.
By joining up for a modest annual fee, you can now compare year to year how your soil is developing. The more the merrier.
More data more results, more progress!
Finally we are developing a new way that licensees can exchange best practice, innovative ideas and keep in touch with others
in you region. This is not another social media group and will initially only be available by invite, and moderated and controlled
by members. No adverts and no algorithms.
If you would like to join the group please email Dan.
farmservices@biodynamic.org.uk
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Brexit Update

For latest updates see BDA Certification website here
TRADE AGREEMENT RECOGNISES THE UK AS EQUIVALENT FOR ORGANICS
UNTIL 31 DECEMBER 2023
From the 1st January 2021 there have been changes to labelling and import/export systems. As part of the trade agreement
the EU has now agreed to recognise the UK as equivalent for organics until 31 December 2023.
The EU organic logo can be used for the duration of the organic arrangements.
You can continue to use the existing codes of the form “GB-ORG-06”.
For the UK Market there is a 21-month transition period for labelling, so operators must ensure their labels meet the new labelling requirements by 30th September 2022 at the latest.

DEFRA GUIDANCE
Please see the Defra Organics stakeholder presentation for the full details of the new requirements in accordance with the UK
-EU trade agreement.
Importing and exporting organic food
Defra Organics Stakeholder QA January 2021

BDA CERTIFICATION GUIDANCE
LABELLING PRODUCE FOR SALE IN UK MARKET ONLY





Use code GB-ORG-06
Use UK/non UK agriculture statement.
BDA Cert Organic logo optional.

LABELLING PRODUCE TO BE EXPORTED TO EU.







EU Organic leaf required.
Use code GB-ORG-06
Use both UK/non UK and EU/non EU agriculture statement.
BDA Cert Organic logo optional.
Products labeled for EU export will also be accepted in the UK.
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LABEL APPROVAL 2021



Please send draft labels you plan to use from the 1st January 2021 to rswann@biodynamic.org.uk indicating which
market the product is intended for. (eg UK, EU, UK & EU, outside EU)
Demeter and Organic Label Approval form
EXPORT TO EU



You will need to use the TRACESNT system to create a certificate of inspection which will be verified by the BDA Cert
office.
 Registration details for UK access is now going live.
TRACESNT – Register & login
TRACESNT – Guidance
IMPORT FORM THE EU



Organic products can be imported into the UK from the EU and EEA countries without using the GB paper-based
certificate of inspection (COI) until 31st December 2021.
 From 31st December 2021 the new GB Import system of paper-based certificate of inspection (COI) will be required.
IMPORT TO UK FROM OUTSIDE THE EU





Importers will need to use the new GB import system of paper based certificates of inspection.
Contact us for the step by step guidance and forms.

EXPORTING OUTSIDE THE EU



There will be no significant changes to the current arrangements, with the exception of Switzerland which may require use of the Swiss certificate of inspection process from the 1st January 2022.
 Use GB-ORG-06 code with UK/non UK agriculture statement.
 EU leaf removed.
For all exports to the non-EU after 31st December 2020, we advise keeping updated with GOV.UK and checking with the
organic authority in the export market whether labels/certification will be accepted.

News from the Biodynamic Federation
Biodynamic Federation-Demeter International Newsletter March 2021
In February 2020 at the International Agriculture Conference in Dornach Switzerland a new organisation was founded that brings
together biodynamic organisations with Demeter certifying organisations from all over the world. As a Demeter certifying body we have
been a part of Demeter International for many years, working to ensure communication and agreement of Demeter standards and
processes with 19 other organisations who certify to Demeter standards all over the world. For the past two years there has been more
and more work which was actually not focused on standards and certification, but more focused on developing biodynamics world-wide,
especially in the areas of training, approval for advisors and developing good biodynamic practice and research.
Video clip on the foundation of a new federation
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Organic standards 2021
We will be publishing the 2021 BDA Certification Organic production standards in early summer, see our website here
As part of the UK-EU Trade deal the UK has adopted the current EU organic standards (EC 834) for a period of 3 years. This will
give breathing room for the UK to develop our own organic standards which are likely to reflect the incoming new EU regulation (EC 848). However the Biodynamic Association remains concerned that as the UK strikes new trade deals across the world
our organic standards will come under pressure to be lowered in order to facilitate trade.
We will be doing all we can to maintain the current high standards, and will be keeping you informed on how you can partici-

Non-organic transplants fruit trees, bushes and strawberries
Changes to conversion period
The UK organic sector will be tightening up on the requirement to source organic transplants and the conversion period nonorganic transplants need to undergo before the harvest can be sold as organic & demeter.
From this year top fruit trees & fruit bushes require a 3-year conversion period.
A derogation is required for all non-organic cropping transplants. We understand it is often difficult to source organic fruit
trees, bushes and strawberries, so please get in touch with the office if you are likely to be planting any non-organic cropping
transplants, trees or bushes this year and we can explain the situation.

Demeter standards 2021
We have updated Demeter standards which are available on our website hereAs you may know, the Demeter standards are developed
and updated on an annual basis through an international democratic process. We have also been working on making some areas of our
Demeter UK standards easier to understand.
If you have ideas for how we could further improve or change our standards, please do get in touch.
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News from the office, a warm welcome to new staff
We have increased the numbers of licensees this year and have needed to take on more staff. Alysoun Bolger who has been
working as our processing certification officer has left to join the Biodynamic Federation in February. We would all like to
wish her well in the new role, and sincerely thank her for all the support she has given us all
Lillie Bellamy - Processing certification & project officer
I recently graduated from Hartpury University with a BSc in Applied Animal Science which gave me a deeper understanding of the complexities of agriculture
and its impact on animals and the environment. This knowledge has inspired me
to get involved with the BDA - I'm really interested in learning about organics and
biodynamics and all the things that are going on in this world. When I'm not being a certification officer - I'll often be found herding my children, dancing around
fires and stomping over hills with the dog in tow!
Jonathan Watts - Processing inspector
I have a varied professional background in a range of environmental, sustainability and food & drink
processing roles. I have spent the past 7 years working for the Soil Association as an Inspector, Senior Certification Officer, and member of the Quality Team. I’m thrilled to be part of the team at BDA
and have relished the opportunity to expand upon my knowledge of organic food & drink processing
to include biodynamic principles and practices. Having completed my first annual cycle of inspections remotely for BDA last year, I very much look forward to getting out from behind the screen and
being back on site with you soon!

Kate Urry - Production inspector
I was born and raised in a mixed arable farming family in the Lincolnshire Wolds, studied agriculture at Riseholme College and was introduced to biodynamics during my time at Aura- Soma and
managed their 500 Acre Demeter Shire Farm for several years. After joining a biodynamic course
at Emmerson college in 1997 I was inspired by sustainable farming methods and am passionate
and enthusiastic to see and support the biodynamic movement grow in the UK.
I look forward to meeting the Demeter and Organic Licensees and visiting their farms and
gardens!

Claire Eaton - Processing inspector
I grew up on a dairy farm, studied at Harper Adams and worked in the fresh produce industry before
having a family.
I have worked in certification since 2013. I find the organic and biodynamic sectors, interesting, passionate and continually evolving- the best part for me is meeting the people and their businesses

Tracey Corfield - Processing inspector
Currently working in a certified organic & Demeter food processing business and experience in
Biodynamic farming.
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We are proud to announce the BDA can now
offer Pasture for Life certification as part of
your annual inspection. www.pastureforlife.org
Certified 100% grass-fed beef, lamb and dairy products
Pasture containing grasses, wildflowers and herbs is the natural diet of
cattle and sheep. Yet today, very few animals are fed from pasture
alone. Many farmers now try to produce their meat and milk as quickly
as possible, by feeding things like cereals and imported soya, with animals indoors much of the time. So animals are vanishing from our
fields and the tasty, healthy, grass-fed food they produce is hard to
find. Pasture for Life farmers make the most of their pastures by keeping
their animals out for as long as possible and feeding preserved pasture if
they need to come inside.
The Pasture-Fed Livestock Association brings together British farmers
committed to producing high quality food in a more natural way.
If you are interested in becoming Pasture for Life certified please get in
touch with us at BDA Certification certification@biodynamic.org.uk
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