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Welcome to our first newsletter of 2020 containing important
updates on standards and derogation changes so please read
carefully.
The new year presents UK food & farming with some of the
biggest opportunities for a generation. With our departure
from Europe and the introduction of a new agriculture bill we
have the opportunity to adopt a regenerative farming system,
one that builds rather than depletes. This energy is being
harnessed by hundreds of inspirational practitioner farmers
and rural entrepreneurs as well as communities at a local
level. We wish you a successful year ahead, and will do our
best to support you and your enterprises.

New Agriculture bill and farm payments

g

p y

This month the new Agriculture Bill has been reintroduced to
Parliament. The bill sets out the future of British agriculture.
The most significant improvements relate to the inclusion of
provisions on Food Security, and an end to the basic payment
scheme (BPS) which will be replaced by the new
Environmental Land Management Scheme (ELMs) expected to
form the centrepiece of the new system delivering public goods
for public money.
The current payment schemes will be phased over a 7-year
transition period, however please note countryside
stewardship schemes are still in operation and open for new
applications.
Please find the Defra press release here
Read the Agriculture Bill in full (opens in new window Gov.UK)

Copper
The use of copper as a fungicide is strictly controlled and limited.
Potatoes- currently copper is not allowed. Due to concerns raised by the
organic sector in 2019 there may be an authorisation to use it in 2020; we
will send out updates if this is approved
Vineyards- there are two copper oxychloride products registered for use
on vines. So you are fine using copper on vines so long as you use
copper oxychloride and have a derogation in place.
Top fruit- currently copper is not allowed. In 2019 there was an
emergency authorisation for its use in a limited time window which ended
on 30th April 2019. It is likely a similar allowance will be made in
2020; we will send out updates if this is approved
If you want to use copper as a fungicide, please get in touch with the office as it
requires a derogation and we can explain the specific conditions of its use.
Failure to do this or to keep accurate records risks decertification of the crop.

Non-organic transplants - fruit trees, bushes and
strawberries
Changes to conversion period
The UK organic sector will be tightening up on the requirement to source
organic transplants and the conversion period non-organic transplants need to
undergo before the harvest can be sold as organic & demeter.
From next year top fruit trees & fruit bushes are likely to require a 3-year
conversion period. Strawberries which crop sooner are still being discussed
between the organic certifiers and Defra. The proposed date for this to come
into effect is next year in January 2021.
A derogation is required for all non-organic cropping transplants. We
understand it is often difficult to source organic fruit trees, bushes and
strawberries, so please get in touch with the office if you are likely to be
planting any non-organic cropping transplants, trees or bushes this year and we
can explain the situation.

Brexit updates
The UK will be leaving the EU at the end of January.
The UK will then enter a withdrawal period for the remainder of the year which
will give the organic sector enough breathing space to make the necessary
changes in a timely manner. We will be issuing updates throughout the year to
keep you up to speed with developments.
Organic standards
The UK has adopted the current EU organic standards (EC 834). We will
continue to certify to these standards. We are working closely with Defra and
the other organic certification bodies to maintain the high level of our standards.
We will communicate any proposed changes as the situation develops. If you
have any specific concerns about standards becoming lowered or
compromised, please get in touch so we can represent your views to Defra.
Our biodynamic standards are maintained internationally by Demeter; these will
not be affected by Brexit and will continue to maintain a high level of integrity.
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Labelling
Defra has confirmed that the use of the EU organic leaf logo will continue for
the transition period in 2020; further guidance throughout the year will follow.
Certificates of inspection
The current system of paper work requirements for imports & exports will
remain unchanged in 2020, however this is likely to change in 2021, we will
keep you up to date on any new requirements throughout this year.
Important information for all organic and demeter importers
As you are aware, in order for products imported from Third Countries to be
able to retain their organic status, a Certificate of Inspection (COI) is required.
This is then endorsed by the Port Health Authorities on entry of the goods into
the UK. We have received the following important notice from Defra:
1. The Third Country Certification Body must issue and sign the Certificate
of Inspection before the consignment leaves the Third Country. They
should include any information available at this time for boxes 13, 16 and
17.
2. Once the final documents and information is available, boxes 13, 16 and
17 of the COI must be updated. This must be within 10 days of
the COI being signed and before the consignment is endorsed in the UK.
Note
Box 13 = Description of Products
Box 16 = Total Gross Weight
Box 17 = Means of transport before point of entry into the Union
For the majority of importers this is carried out on the TRACES NT portal. A few
may still be using paper copies. Also of note is that this applies to all imports
from now on and after the UK leaves the EU until the end of the transition
period.
If you have any questions regarding this please do not hesitate to contact the
Certification Office.

Guidance on Grass Seed Mixtures
Defra has decided that the required organic content in an organic grass seed
mix, currently at 70%, will be decreased to 50% as from 1st January 2020. On
31st December 2020 it will return to 70%. The intention to temporarily decrease
the content has been subject to discussions with the Grass Seed Working
Group in recognition of the drought conditions of 2018.
This does not apply to arable silage and whole crop mixes,the requirement for
which should remain at 70%.

New demeter standards 2020
These are in the process of being updated and will be with you soon, together
with a list of changes to them.

The Biodynamic Association is delighted with the progress being made by Nina
de Winter in the marketing post over the 7 months she has been with us.
Seeing the importance of this work for both organic & biodynamic licensees as
a whole and having found a competent person to make things happen the BDA
trustees have now allocated extra funds from a recent legacy donation to
support this developing sector. This means we have been able to increase the
hours so that the effects of her work will bear fruit faster.
Do read the article by Nina about her work by following the link below and use
the contact page to get in touch with Nina to discuss your needs.
Gabriel Kaye. BDA Executive Director
https://www.biodynamic-info.co.uk/marketing-update

Land Workers Alliance Mentoring program
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This mentoring scheme that will partner new entrants with experienced
practitioners for support in setting up and enterprises and troubleshooting in the
first years of operation. This two year pilot scheme is a partnership between the
Landworkers’ Alliance, the Organic Growers Alliance, CSA Network and
Ecological Land Coop.
https://landworkersalliance.org.uk/mentoring-2/

Homeopathic Vets
If you are looking for a homeopathic vet, please see this link to
the British Association of Homeopathic Veterinary Surgeons
website https://www.bahvs.com/
To find a vet near you, you can use this link to put in your postcode or search
on the map: https://www.bahvs.com/menu-items-parent/find-a-vet-2/

We are proud to announce the BDA can now offer Pasture
for Life certification as part of your annual inspection.
www.pastureforlife.org
Certified 100% grass-fed beef, lamb and dairy products
Pasture containing grasses, wildflowers and herbs is the natural diet of cattle
and sheep. Yet today, very few animals are fed from pasture alone. Many
farmers now try to produce their meat and milk as quickly as possible, by
feeding things like cereals and imported soya, with animals indoors much of the
time. So animals are vanishing from our fields and the tasty, healthy, grass-fed
food they produce is hard to find. Pasture for Life farmers make the most of
their pastures by keeping their animals out for as long as possible and feeding
preserved pasture if they need to come inside.
The Pasture-Fed Livestock Association brings together British farmers
committed to producing high quality food in a more natural way.
If you are interested in becoming Pasture for Life certified please get in
touch with us at BDA Certification certification@biodynamic.org.uk

The idea of development is inherent in anthroposophy as well as in
biodynamics. Biodynamic agriculture is not a recipe that once looked up or
copied down can be implemented, even though the Demeter standards set a
framework for orientation and certification. Biodynamics actually is asking for
more, it is asking for building an individual farm organism in space and
time. Biodynamic agriculture is not only about cultivating the land, but really
about the development of humans and the earth.
There are different means to foster this. One possibility is to use Farm Talks to
explore topics, ask questions, enable reflection, set a stage for new ideas and
answers to come in or to emerge. They can also help to develop individuals,
farms, and have the possibility to support new social culture and the
development of bioynamics in the future.
Farm Talks can positively contribute to Demeter quality development.
They have been practised for years in some countries by Demeter
organisations together with biodynamic organisations and positive feedback
from farmers demonstrates that they feel appreciated and supported through
their involvement in such farm development workshops.
If you want to participate in farm talks/development workshops, host an
event or even feel you could help develop these events in collaboration
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with the Biodynamic Association, please get in touch with
me: stuartcragg@biodynamic.org.uk or call 01453 766296

Opportunities
Biodynamic apprentices - hello to former apprentices, we want to get in
touch and keep you updated about farming & gardening jobs, join our mailing
list, join the BDA gardening club for free!
We are proud to announce the Biodynamic Association’s inspirational new
venture: An online vibrant, mutually supportive gardening club for everyone
curious about the biodynamic approach and practices, and who might like to
learn more about how to create their own havens of biodynamic vitality and
biodiversity - above and below ground.
Interested?
Click here to join the Biodynamic Gardening Club today.
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